
MULTIMEDIA COMPOSITION
ATLS 3519-801 

Fall 2014, TR 12:30-1:45, ATLAS 1B25
Professor Ed Rivers

Note: This course counts as an “Invention and Practice” elective for TAM 
students.

 This computer-based course teaches how to integrate language (written, spoken, 
or sung) with other media such as video, photography, animation, and music. 
Every student will create songs and other forms of digital sound, plus podcasts, 
videos, and web sites. (Yes, you will learn how to compose and record music 
even if you know nothing about music to begin with; and if you do already know 
how, you’ll learn new creative techniques.) The course places special emphasis 
on digital sound, digital video, and how to combine the two. The basic idea is to 
say more through a combination of media than any one medium can say alone. 

  ! For software, we will use among other things Apple’s iLife Suite (iPhoto, 
iMovie, iDVD, iWeb, and Garage Band).  Although everyone in the course will 
learn the iLife Suite (or review it quickly if they already know it), students will also 
be free to work with any relevant applications that they know such as Logic, 
Reason, Flash, or Final Cut.  The course will introduce the whole class to some of 
these other applications.  Which ones will depend on the goals, desires, and 
existing knowledge of the students.  No previous experience with the iLife suite 
or any other applications is necessary.   A laptop installed with the relevant 
applications will be available to each student during every class. Outside of class, 
students will have access to computers in the ATLAS labs and in the other 
computer labs on campus.
 
  ! Although one goal is to learn some of the latest and most relevant 
multimedia software, the course is not aimed at software study for its own sake 
but rather at using technical knowledge and skill to achieve originality, creativity, 
and compelling communication. For further information, e-mail the instructor: 
ed.rivers@colorado.edu.
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